
Residents raised concerns about flooding in the area and that very little had
been done to improve the situation. It was also commented that Strategic
Housing should consider these concerns when new developments in the
Ward are being considered.
The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to pass this information onto
the appropriate Officer.

Wardleworth Area Forum response January 2018

Following the major flood event on Boxing Day December 2015, the Council has been
working with the Environment Agency and the government department for Communities and
Local Government to deliver a programme of actions that will help to reduce the impact of
future flood events.

New flood basins have been created in Littleborough to reduce the volume of flood waters
entering the river Roch, thereby reducing the effects of flooding along the river corridor. The
scheme is part of the council’s flood risk management strategy and has been funded by the
council, with financial support from the Environment Agency through the Regional Flood and
Coastal Committee and Defra’s Flood Defence Grant in Aid programme.

In addition, we have awarded flood resilience grants to 328 residential properties to pay for
measures such as flood doors and barriers, self-sealing air brick covers, non-return valves
and water resistant coating to external walls.
The idea of the work is to make properties more resistant to flood water getting in and
increasing the resilience of the property to flood water if it does get in so that recovery from
flooding is quicker and less costly. Work will be completed on all approved grants by 31
Match 2018.
These measures were paid for by the government’s grant scheme, which was part of the
national recovery programme established for properties affected by flooding from Storm Eva.
The council has also supported the programme through its housing capital programme.

New properties that have been or will be built on sites that may be affected by flooding, must
comply with strict guidelines designed to ensure that the residents of the properties will be
safe and can escape if future flooding occurs and that the properties are much less affected
by water damage. This is achieved through altering the design and floor levels of the
properties.

Ongoing work

We are working with the EA and the National Flood Forum to identify opportunities for
natural flood management or ‘Slow the Flow’ measures in the upper River Roch catchment.

We actively work with flood affected communities through our ongoing work with the EA and
the National Flood Forum. This involves supporting local community Flood Action Groups in
Wardleworth and Littleborough to develop and deliver their local flood action plans and
providing improved information about flood resilience through a range of online materials,
leaflets and activities.

Highways works

We have also completed a number of works on our highways system to help prevent
flooding, including:

Replaced 252 gullies across the borough in 2016/17



• Replaced 55 gullies across the borough in 2017, with a further 145 scheduled for
completion by April 2018

• By April 2018, we will have also repaired 1,800 gully lids
• We clean every gully in the borough every year (44,000)
• Extensive clearing of debris from culverts across the borough
• Culvert repair at various locations
• Installation of additional drainage in fields at various locations

Upcoming project

We are supporting the Environment Agency in developing a major flood risk management
proposal (including flood storage areas and improved flood defences) between Littleborough
and Rochdale town centre which will benefit more than 1,000 homes and businesses. The
Environment Agency are currently finalising their outline business plan for funding the project
and when approved will engage with local communities about their detailed proposals
including through ‘drop in’ events. The Environment Agency expect to submit their business
plan over the coming few weeks and to start further engagement in Rochdale and
Littleborough starting in the Spring.


